go            MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE         [400

certain time limit finally revealed and  made  known to
mortals by the fact of abrogation.

Abrogation is granted by the Mohammedans in distinction
from the Jews who deny it. There have also been Moham-
medans who denied it; but al-Pazdawi thinks that such
persons may not properly be called so.

Inasmuch as abrogation is nothing but the revelation of
the time until which the repealed evidence was to be valid,
only those evidences may be abrogated which are in them-
selves capable of time limitation. Hence the following are
not subject to abrogation: (i) provisions concerning the
divine attributes of the Creator, which having existed for-
ever, are not capable of non-existence; (2) a provision con-
nected with a circumstance which negates the possibility of
time limitation; for example the Mohammedan sharfah
in its entirety can never become abrogated, because the
circumstance of Mohammed's being the last of the prophets .
negates the possibility of its abrogation. Furthermore, the
abrogating provision must be later than the abrogated, both
of them being sharfah provisions. Hence the suspension
of religious duties because of infirmity or death does not
constitute a case of abrogation.

There are other conditions which are not unanimously
agreed upon, some of them being as follows: that the two
provisions be of the same genus (jins) ; that there must be
some substitute for the repealed provision; that the abrogat-
ing provision must be less rigorous than the one abrogated;
that a provision cannot be repealed before enough time has
passed for persons subject to the law (mukallaf) to show
their faith (tamakkun min al~ictiqad), although it is not
necessary, as some claim, that the time should be long
enough for the actual carrying out of the provision. The
divine command to Abraham to slay Isaac is a case in point.
According to some, it is a case of abrogation, because there